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DfE: 4061
THE GOVERNING BODY OF SPEN VALLEY SPORTS COLLEGE

Minutes of the meeting of the Governing Body held at 7.00 pm at the College on Tuesday, 

23 March 2010.

PRESENT

Mr S Kelly (Vice-Chair), Mr D G Cross, Mr T Eastaugh, Mrs M Hall, Mr D N Pinder, 
Mrs H Pitchforth, Mr S Pollard, Ms G Reed, Mr G R Ward, Ms G Wilson, Mr C J Wooller.

In Attendance

Mr M A Johnson (Minute Clerk)

Mrs K Brennan (Deputy Head Teacher)

Mrs D McConnell (Deputy Head Teacher)

Mr C Naylor (College Manager)

1568.
CONFIRMATION OF CHAIR OF GOVERNORS
RESOLVED:
That Mrs M W Dunn be confirmed as Chair of governors, following her 
re-appointment onto the Governing Body.

1569.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE, CONSENT AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Apologies for absence were received from Mrs D M Batty, Mrs S L Bullers and 

Mrs M W Dunn, all with consent.


There were no declarations of interest.

1570.
NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS TO BE BROUGHT UP UNDER ANY OTHER BUSINESS
An item on a forthcoming attendance panel would be raised.

1571.
REPRESENTATION

The following matter of representation was noted:

Appointment


Name




Category


With Effect From

Mrs M W Dunn


Community


18.12.09


(re-appointed)

1572.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10 DECEMBER 2009

RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting held on 10 December 2009 be approved and signed by the Vice-Chair as a correct record.
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1573.
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Trust School Status (Minute 1557 (b) refers)
The Head Teacher reported receipt of confirmation from the Specialist Schools Academy Trust (SSAT) that the College could take forward its expression of interest on Trust School Status.  SSAT had also suggested that the College might consider bringing in another strong education partner; the Head Teacher outlined potential partners and emphasised the importance of careful consideration to ensure finding a partner who would best fit and support the organisation.


(b)
Premises and Resources (Minute 1559 (a) refers)


The Head Teacher reported that he had asked the Local Authority to conduct a feasibility study into the cost of providing a cycling track and when this could be done; he would chase up a response from the LA.


(c)
Governor Visits – Music and Religious Studies (Minute 1562 refers)

Ms G Wilson reported that her visit to the Religious Studies Department had proved very worthwhile.

1574.
BSF – HARD FM ARRANGEMENT – ICT MANAGED SERVICE
The Head Teacher reported receipt of letters from the Local Authority seeking governors’ commitment to:

(a) 
Participation in a collaborative procurement for services and assets (hard facilities management and ICT) with other schools in the BSF programme, and

(b)
Contributing 100% of the College’s devolved formula capital for the next two 3 year funding periods to the BSF programme with except from April 2011.  

All high schools in North Kirklees were being asked to sign up to the above in support of the submission of the Outline Business Case by April 2010.

Governors raised questions around the impact of the new arrangements compared with the current services arrangement and the degree to which the College could influence monies spent on the College.  For comparative purposes, governors were supplied with a schedule of indicative costs for hard FM services provision and local education partnership provision.

RESOLVED:
(i)
That approval in principle be given to the College’s commitment to the BSF programme by signing up to the hard FM and ICT arrangement, and by agreeing to the funding proposal through the College’s devolved formula capital.



(ii)
That governors do not consider that the College is irrevocably bound to this agreement until the detail has been made available.



(iii)
That Mr S Kelly sign the appropriate submissions on behalf of the Chair of Governors and that these be forwarded to the Local Authority.













Page 507

1575.
THE SEF (Minute 1558 refers)

The Head Teacher reported that the updated SEF had been presented to the Curriculum Committee on 4 March 2010, who had considered it in detail and given approval thereto, with minor amendments.

RESOLVED:
That the Curriculum Committee’s approval of the SEF be ratified accordingly.

1576.
HEAD TEACHER’S REPORT AND GOVERNORS QUESTIONS
The Head Teacher presented his report.  The following issues were highlighted:

(a)
Pastoral Care


Governors were pleased to note the significant improvements in pastoral care in relation to the reduction in the number of students persistently absent.

(b)
School Self Evaluation

Governors noted the mid year analysis of lessons which had been reviewed and observed.  It was agreed that the figures relative to lesson observations 2009/10 would be verified.


Governors noted the positive judgements in terms of overall effectiveness of departments, with the 14 departments having achieved scores of 2 outstanding, 7 good and 5 satisfactory.

(c)
School Improvement Plan Developments

Governors recorded their congratulations on the number of College leavers going on to Post 16 education, which they considered to be very impressive.

RESOLVED:
That the Head Teacher be thanked for his report.

1577.
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

(a) Finance and Resources Committee, 28 January 2010

Governors considered the minutes of the above meeting.  The business discussed had included financial benchmarking, on which governors had commented that the submitted document had provided evidence that the College was achieving value for money, and also submission of policies for admissions and e-safety.  The College Manager reported, under the obligations of Financial Management in Schools, that the College had finalised its control assurance statement (annual review of procedures and policies in school).

RESOLVED:
(i)
That the minutes be received.



(ii)
That the approved admissions and e-safety policies be confirmed.



(iii)
That the College’s control assurance statement be forwarded to the Local Authority.
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(b) Staffing Committee: 25 February 2010

Governors considered the minutes of the above meeting.  The Head Teacher reported that Leanne Gadsby had been appointed Maths and Science teacher  and that David Newton had been appointed Teacher of ICT.

RESOLVED:
That the minutes be received.

(c) Curriculum Committee: 21 January and 4 March 2010

Governors considered the minutes of the above meetings.  The business discussed had included approval of policies for drugs education, anti-bullying and attendance.

RESOLVED:
(i)
That the minutes be received.



(ii)
That the policies on drugs education, anti-bullying and attendance be confirmed.

1578.
GOVERNOR TRAINING AND GOVERNOR VISITS
Governors noted that Mrs H Pitchforth had undertaken special educational needs training and that Mrs M Hall and Ms G Wilson were both booked to undertake safer recruitment training.

1579.
EDUCATIONAL VISITS
There was nothing to report.

1580.
KIRKLEES GOVERNOR ASSOCIATION (KGA)

There was nothing to report.

1581.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Attendance Panel

In response to a request from Mrs McConnell, Mr D Pinder and Ms G Reed agreed to sit on the Attendance Panel scheduled to meet on 27 April 2010 to consider the cases of two pupils in Year 10.

1582.
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS AND POSSIBLE AGENDA ITEMS
RESOLVED:
That the next meeting of the governing body be held at 7.00 pm at the College on Tuesday 1 July 2010, and that an item be included on the agenda to receive a report on the College’s provision for gifted and talented pupils.

1583.
AGENDA, MINUTES AND RELATED PAPERS – SCHOOL COPY

RESOLVED:
That no part of these minutes, agenda or related papers be excluded from the copy to be made available at the College.

DJB
