Kirklees Children & Young People Service





Page 500
DCSF: 4061
THE GOVERNING BODY OF SPEN VALLEY SPORTS COLLEGE
Minutes of the meeting of the Governing Body held at 7.00 pm at the College on Thursday, 

10 December 2009.

PRESENT

Mrs M W Dunn (Chair), Mr D G Cross, Mr T Eastaugh, Mrs M Hall, Mr S Kelly, Mrs A Miller, 

Mr S Pollard, Ms G Reed, Mr P Rout, Ms G Wilson, Mr C J Wooller.

In Attendance

Mr M A Johnson (Minute Clerk)

Mrs K Brennan (Deputy Head Teacher)

Mrs D McConnell (Deputy Head Teacher)

Mr C Naylor (College Manager)

1553.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE, CONSENT AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Apologies for absence were received from Mrs D M Batty, Ms F A Gee, Mr D N Pinder, 


Mrs H Pitchforth and Mr G R Ward (all with consent).


There were no declarations of interest.

1554.
NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS TO BE BROUGHT UP UNDER ANY OTHER BUSINESS

A matter concerning the wind turbine would be raised.

1555.
REPRESENTATION

(a) 
The following matters of representation were noted:



End of Term of Office


Name




Category


With Effect From


Mrs M W Dunn


Community


17.12.09



Appointment



Name




Category


With Effect From


Mrs A Miller



Teacher 


12.10.09


On behalf of all governors, the Chair welcomed Mrs Miller on to the governing body.


(b)
Appointment of a Community Governor

RESOLVED:
That Mrs M W Dunn be invited to serve again as a community governor to continue with effect from the end of her current term of office.
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1556.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 6 OCTOBER 2009
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting held on 6 October 2009 be approved  and signed by the Chair as a correct record.

1557.
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Membership of the Staffing Committee (Minute 1532 (a) refers)


Governors were informed that Ms Gee had now confirmed that she did not have time to commit to the role of Chair of the Staffing Committee.

RESOLVED:
That Mrs Batty be approached to see if she wishes to Chair the Staffing Committee.


(b)
Trust School Status (Minute 1539 (a) refers)

Governors had been supplied with the draft expression of interest, the deadline for submission of which was the following Monday.  In response to an enquiry about the inclusion of other schools the Head Teacher explained the position about primary school involvement and indicated that consultations with other schools would be made with a view to their inclusion, and that there was plenty of time for this to happen.

RESOLVED:
(i)
That the draft expression of interest in seeking Trust School status, as updated, be approved for submission.



(ii)
That governors be kept informed of progress of the application through the Head Teacher’s report, noting that it will be March 2010 before anything is heard back.


(c)
Trip to Barcelona (Minutes of previous meeting refers)


It was noted that a full complement of pupils were now signed up for this trip.

1558.
APPROVAL OF THE SEF
The Head Teacher reported that the SEF would be presented to the next meeting.

The opportunity was taken, at this item, to present the National Challenge report.  This had been produced following the commissioning of David Thompson/Mark Colley to test the College’s self-evaluation, and would be a good report to show OFSTED, who were due to inspect in the near future.

The submitted report showed a significant improvement in key attainment measures and that the College was on the cusp of moving from satisfactory to good.  Further, the College’s detailed monitoring of teaching and learning indicated student progress to be at least good in a large majority of lessons.  The report also showed that leadership and management overall were good and were clearly impacting on outcomes for students; further, the governing body were actively involved in shaping the future direction of the College.

Governors noted that the attendance figures had been affected by term time holidays but were still showing an improvement; the target this year was 91.8% and was being exceeded.
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Governors noted all other targets and predicted outcomes which had been presented to, and provisionally approved by, the Curriculum Committee.

RESOLVED:
(i)
That the National Challenge report be welcomed.



(ii)
That the targets set out in the report, as supported by the Curriculum Committee, be confirmed.

1559.
HEAD TEACHER’S REPORT AND GOVERNORS’ QUESTIONS


The Head Teacher presented his report.  The following issues were highlighted:


(a)
Premises and Resources

Capita Simmons had been commissioned by the Local Authority to put together build design intentions for the College in relation to the College’s Strategy For Change under BSF.  The Finance and Resources Committee would be regularly updated on the SFC
 developments.


Further meetings with Capita Simmons were scheduled for 7 and 
27 January 2010 and any governors interested in attending would be welcome.  A project board would be established in due course, involving staff, governors and pupils to ensure a smooth transition and that disruption of the education of pupils was kept to a minimum.

There had been initial meetings with British Cycling and a further meeting was scheduled to look at the formation of a cycling club and track to be based at the College, which could be illuminated so as to extend to community use at night.  It was noted that development of this facility, which would be outside BSF, would need careful managing to ensure security of the site was maintained.


(b)
Students’ Achievements

Governors voiced their congratulations to the students for a broad range of awards and achievements.


(c)
School Improvement Plan Developments

Governors welcomed the progress made since the last report in relation to priorities for raising standards and improving progress; improvement to curriculum provision, quality of teaching and learning; increasing opportunities for personal development and wellbeing; developing the workforce; and developing extended services and increasing community use of the College.  In relation to the latter, governors noted the success of the ballroom dancing,  organised for every Wednesday evening, which was well attended.


The Head Teacher reported on the positive impact on the reputation of the College, indicating there had been 158 first choice preferences expressed this year, with the expectation of a record number of appeals to gain entry.


(d)
Sports College and School Sport Partnership

Governors noted the various initiatives, including a Kick Racism Out of Soccer event organised in conjunction with Heckmondwike Town FC, and plans for a mini world cup involving the football club and the prison service in 2010.
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(e)
Pastoral Care


Governors welcomed the reduction in the number of exclusions, with half the number this term compared to last year, accounted for by improved intervention strategies, resulting in improved behaviour and, consequentially, improved teaching.

RESOLVED:
That the Head Teacher be thanked for his report.

1560.
TARGET SETTING (Minute 1544 refers)

This item had been dealt with earlier (Minute 1558 (ii) refers).

1561.
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES

Governors noted the minutes and business discussed at the following meetings:


Finance and Resources Committee
-
 5 November 2009


Staffing Committee



-
12 November 2009


Curriculum Committee


-
19 November 2009

1562.
GOVERNOR TRAINING AND GOVERNOR VISITS

Gail Wilson was scheduled to attend Performance Management training in 
May 2010 and was booked, together with Maxine Hall, on Safer Recruitment in January 2010.

It was noted there would be visits to observe Music and Religious Studies in 
January 2010.  Feedback from staff showed governor attendance was positive and welcomed.

1563.
EDUCATIONAL VISITS

There was nothing to report at present.
1564.
KIRKLEES GOVERNOR ASSOCIATION

There was nothing to report.

1565.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Wind Turbine
Chris Wooller enquired regarding the wind turbine, which seemed to be frequently out of 
action.  Clive Naylor reported that the turbine was the responsibility of the Local Authority as it had not yet been formally handed over.













1566.
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS AND POSSIBLE AGENDA ITEMS
RESOLVED:
That the next meetings of the governing body be held at 7.00 pm at the College on:




Tuesday, 23 March 2010 (To include consideration of the SEF)




Tuesday, 1 July 2010
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1567.
AGENDA, MINUTES AND RELATED PAPERS - COLLEGE COPY
RESOLVED:
That no part of these minutes, agenda or related papers be excluded from the copy to be made available at the College.
DJB

